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for supporting the prerogative of the crown, and preserving
the liberties of the people. But then, his best friends must
own that he is neither Deist nor Socinian: he has never
conversed with T[o]l[a]nd, to open and enlarge his thoughts,,
and dispel the prejudices of education; nor was he ever
able to arrive at that perfection of gallantry, to ruin and
imprison the husband, in order to keep the wife without
disturbance.1

The present l[or]d st[ewa]rd^ has been always distinguished
for his wit and knowledge; is of consummate wisdom and
experience in affairs; has continued constant to the true
interest of the nation, which he espoused from the begin-
ning, and is every way qualified to support the dignity of
his office: but in point of oratory must give place to his
predecessor.3

The D. of Sh[rewsbur]y4 was highly instrumental in bring-
ing about the Revolution, in which service he freely ex-
posed his life and fortune. He has ever been the favourite

1                                      Mis. Manley, in her Cl Memoirs of Europe towards the Close of the
Eighth Century," has something very characteristic to say on this sub-
ject.   Speaking of Somers under the name Cicero, she says : " Cicero,
Madam, is by birth a plebeian" . . . "Cicero himself, an oracle of
wisdom, was whirled about by his lusts, at the pleasure of a fantastic
worn-out mistress.   He prostituted his inimitable sense, reason, and
good nature, either to revenge, or reward, as her caprice directed ; and
what made this commerce more detestable, this mistress of his was a
wife!" . . . "that she was the wife of an injured friend! a friend
who passionately loved her, and had tenderly obliged him, rather
heightened his desires" (i., 200; ii., 54, 83).   The mistress is said to
be Mrs. Blunt, daughter of Sir R. Fanshaw.   [T. S.]

2                              John Sheffield (1647-1721), third Earl of Mulgrave, was created
Marquess of Normanby, 1694, and Duke of Buckingham and Normanby
in I7of.   He succeeded the Duke of Devonshire as lord steward of
the household on September 2ist, 1710.   He was the author of a
poetical " Essay on Poetry," and an interesting prose " Account of the
Revolution."  As patron to Dryden he received the dedication of that
poet's " Aurengzebe,"   Pope edited his collected works in 1722-23.
[T. S.]

3                                  William Cavendish (1673?-1729) succeeded his father as second
Duke of Devonshire in 1707.   He was lord steward, 1707-10, and
lord president, 1716-17.

4                                     Charles Talbot, Duke of Shrewsbury, is styled by Swift elsewhere
(Letter to Archbishop King, October 2Oth, 1713; Scott's edition, xvi.
71), "the finest gentleman we have" (see note on p. 377 of vol. v. of
present edition).   He was lord chamberlain, 1710-14.   [T. S.]